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The Freshman Council’s 
voter registration drive for 
in and out-of-state students 
started Tuesday and will 
continue today on Greene 
Street in front of the Russell 
House.
More than 50 students 
registered Tuesday, good 
news for the group, who want 
to make registering less of a 
hassle for busy students.
Registering is “super easy,” 
said Lucy Sass, a first-year 
international studies student 
from S.C. “All you do is fi ll 
out a simple application.”
In state eligible voters 
are given an applicat ion 
where they fill out general 
information about themselves, 
but they don’t have to say 
which party they support. 
This application then gets 
mailed to local elect ions 
offi ces. 
Katie Granger, a fi rst-year 
sociology student from N.C. 
said registering as an out-of-
state student is just as easy.
“ I t ’s  so  conven ient ,” 
Granger said. “Most of us 
come [to the Russell House] 
at least once a day anyway, 
so you might as well stop and 
register.”
The table provides forms 
for el ig ible out-of-state 
students where they can 
complete it with a val id 
A factory in China that 
produces USC logo lapel pins 
has recently been identifi ed 
a s  a  s weat shop by  t he 
National Labor Committee, 
a labor rights and human 
rights advocacy group
According to the NLC 
report, girls as young as 
15 regularly work 15-hour 
days, seven days a week at 
the Junxingye factory in 
Dongguan Cit y, China, 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  w o r k i n g 
mandatory overt ime for 
shifts up to 25 hours long. 
The girls and women of 
the Junxingye factory earn 
26.5 cents an hour—less 
t h a n  h a l f  o f  C h i n a ’s 
minimum wage of 55 cents. 
After mandatory deductions 
for food and lodging, they 
take home only nine cents 
an hour. 
The NLC report quotes 
one girl, who had just worked 
a 19-hour-shift, as saying, 
“Jesus, take pity on me. I’m 
going to die of exhaustion.”
USC is affi liated with two 
fair labor groups that set 
standards for labor practices: 
The Fair Labor Association 
and, as of last spring, the 
Worker Rights Consortium. 
The WRC is made up of 175 
colleges and universities that 
pledge to use only labor-
friendly suppliers. But there 
is no penalty or sanction for 
a school that violates the 
Code of Conduct. 
The NLC report said that 
the Junxingye employees 
live in “primitive and fi lthy 
company dorms” and are 
not told the names of the 
chemicals they are forced 
to handle as part of their 
job. They have no sick or 
mater n it y  leave — bot h 
of which are mandated by 
Chinese law. 
Amanda Tatum, a second-
year international studies 
student, said that sweatshop 
labor hurts not only the 
workers, but the university 
as well. 
“Personal integrit y is 
in our Carolina Creed,” 
Tat um sa id.  That USC 
sells anything made in a 
sweatshop “doesn’t make me 
want to support our school 
by wearing Gamecock gear. 
It’s a shame.” 
Tatum was part of the 
push to get USC to join the 
Worker Rights Consortium. 
She said that students now 
want the university to also 
join the Designated Supplier 
Program, which would bind 
the university to producing 
its apparel in worker-friendly 
fac tor ies.  The pr ice of 
apparel would increase by 
approximately 50 cents an 
item. 
“Being affi liated with the 
DSP would give us a place 
to get factories that meet our 
needs,” Tatum said. “We’re 
waiting on administration. 
The administration has been 
very willing to work with us 
so far.”
Helen Ziegler, the director 
of Business Affairs, said that 
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our study tips while you still 
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Redskins safety Sean Taylor 
dies at 24 after being shot in 
his home. See page 7
Student’s father 
makes run for 
White House
 St. Simons county commissioner Cap Fendig 
hopes to jump into national political arena
Katie Jones / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Mary Ellyse Fendig supports her father’s presidential hopes 
and believes he’ll “represent the ‘little guy’ of America.” 
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Girls had to work shifts as long as 25 hours at the factory in Junxingye, China, the National Labor Committe reports. 
USC tied to sweatshop
Student activists use allegation to encourage support for fair labor practices worldwide
Kathleen Kemp
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
As Mary Ellyse Fendig, a 
fourth-year biology student, 
is preparing to graduate and 
embark on a “new frontier” 
i n  her  l i f e ,  her  dad  i s 
embarking on a new frontier 
of his own.
Her father, Cap Fendig, is 
running for president.
“At fi rst, everyone thought 
it was a joke because my dad’s 
personality is so laid-back,” 
Mary Ellyse said. “He’s very 
fun-loving, but he’s very 
serious about this.”
Cap, a Republican, has 
spent the past eight years as 
the county commissioner in 
St. Simons, Ga. Though he 
doesn’t have much political 
experience, his daughter 
says he would make a great 
“leader of the free world,” 
as she jok ingly cal ls the 
presidency.
Cap, current ly in t he 
m idd le  of  a  g ra s sroot s 
campaign, has appeared on 
satellite and analog radio 
stations.
“I am here to represent 
the ‘little guy’ of America,” 
Cap sa id in h is mission 
statement.
Cap’s motivation for his 
presidential run is anything 
but fun-loving, laid-back or 
a joke.
“He was really concerned 
Katie Jones
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Flu shots are available for students at $10 and faculty 
for $20 at the Thomson Student Health Center all season. 
Freshman Council 
encourages voting
Organization drive 
makes in, out-of-state 
registration easier
Haley Dreis
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Flu shots running 
low early in season 
Students, faculty take precautions to prevent illness
The Thomson Student 
Health Center has used 
nearly its entire supply of 
fl u shots, but can order more 
if it runs out, said Lauren 
Vincent, public relat ions 
coordinator for the health 
center.
A l t hou g h  f lu  s e a s o n 
t rad it iona l ly  spa ns  t he 
mont hs  of  Ja nuar y a nd 
Febr uar y,  s t udent s  a nd 
facu lt y a l ike have been 
receiving the f lu vaccine 
since early October.
“We start selling fl u shots 
in early October, and we are 
literally about out of them,” 
Vincent said. “The center 
started out the fal l with 
approximately 2,500 shots, 
and we have only 50 left.” 
The health center, “has 
experienced a very favorable 
outcome i n  reg a rd s  to 
s t u d e n t s  s e e k i n g  f l u 
prevention,” said Stephanie 
D e r r ,  i m m u n i z a t i o n s 
coordinator. “Both faculty 
and students are seek ing 
vaccinations.”
I n  m at t e r s  o f  p r i c e , 
Vincent said that the costs 
of the f lu shots are “pretty 
standard” compared to other 
f lu shot prices across the 
nation.
“The shots are the same 
prices as last year: $10 for 
students and $20 for teachers 
Halley Nani
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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December Grads
Last Chance to Order
The Official University of 
South Carolina Ring
For more information,
please visit us online or call
1-866-BALFOUR (866-225-3687)
November 28- 30
Wednesday - Friday
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
in the Russell 
House 
This is your chance to order your 
Official Ring
NOV. 21 TO NOV. 26
Illegal Use of Telephone, 
Nuisance, 8 p.m.
Coker  L i fe  Sc ience 
Building, 715 Sumter St.
Someone ca l led  t he 
victim repeatedly.
Repor t ing  o f f i ce r :  C . 
Taylor
Larceny of Bicycle, 3:30 
p.m.
902 Barnwell St.
Someone took t hree 
bicycles from the bicycle 
rack. 
Estimated value: $800
Reporting offi cer: L. Diaz
Malic ious Injury to 
Personal Property, 11 a.m.
521 Lincoln St.
Someone scratched the 
right side of a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee from headlight to 
tail light.
Estimated damage: $300
Repor t ing  o f f i ce r :  C . 
Taylor
 Larceny of Bicycle, 11 
a.m.
902 Barnwell St.
Someone took a purple 
and yellow Basso Road 
bicycle.
Estimated value: $600
Repor t ing  o f f i ce r :  C . 
Taylor
Larceny of Bicycle, 2:30 
p.m.
902 Barnwell St.
Someone took a black and 
gray Gary Fisher mountain 
bicycle from the rack. The 
bike was locked.
Estimated value: $1,300
Repor t ing of f i cer :  M. 
Aldrich
Malicious Injury to Real 
Property, 7 a.m.
550 Assembly St.
Someone  broke  t he 
top locks on two metal 
cabinets.
Estimated damage: $100
Repor t ing of f i cer :  M. 
Aldrich
Crime Report
USC had no knowledge of 
any sweatshop conditions in 
factories that make USC logo 
merchandise. 
“ We  h a v e  s e n t  t h i s 
informat ion to both the 
Worker Rights Consortium 
and the Fair Labor Association 
and requested that they look 
into this matter and work 
with us to determine what 
the facts are in this situation 
so appropriate action can be 
taken,” Ziegler said.
Ziegler said that three 
dif ferent l icensees could 
potentially have been doing 
business with the company 
associated with the Junxingye 
factory, and that as soon as 
they fi nd out which it is, they 
will contact that licensee. 
“Our goa l  i s  t hat t he 
licensee will bring about 
the changes that need to 
be made,” Ziegler said, “If 
they’re not willing, our step 
will be to cease doing business 
with that company.” 
The Junxingye factory 
makes enameled lapel pins 
for USC and several other 
universities, including the 
Universit y of Montana, 
Rutgers and Brigham Young, 
as well as the United States 
Army and Nav y. It also, 
accord ing to t he N LC, 
makes crucifi xes sold at New 
York’s famous St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 
Andy Shaffer, the general 
manager of the University 
Bookstore, sa id that a l l 
vendors who sell merchandise 
in his store have to sign a 
statement saying they uphold 
labor rights guidelines. 
If the vendor is found to 
violate the rules, it goes on 
probation and another offense 
will end their contract. “I’m 
very proud of my company 
and our stance on this,’ 
Shaffer said.
Sha f fer  sa id  t hat  t he 
only lapel pins sold in the 
University Bookstore are 
made by a company called 
CSI and are assembled in the 
U.S. 
Jane Luxner, a fourth-year 
French major who is also 
working to get the Designated 
Supplier Program adopted, 
said students have a decade-
long history of impacting the 
worker’s rights movement. 
“ S w e a t s h o p  l a b o r 
hurts anybody, especially 
universities, who are often 
leaders in raising awareness,” 
Luxner said. 
Matt Sulem, a third-year 
advertising major, said that, 
while he’s against sweatshop 
labor, he does not consider 
that when buying clothes. 
“I haven’t really thought 
about it ,” Sulem said. “I 
wouldn’t want prices to go 
up.”
GEAR ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
AIKEN—A South Carolina man shot 
his two adult daughters to death Tuesday, 
chasing one into a nearby yard before 
committing suicide, authorities said.
“It appears to be a horrible tragedy,” 
said Lt. David Turno, spokesman for the 
Aiken Department of Public Safety.
A third woman who was a friend of one 
of the victims was also shot and remains in 
an Augusta, Ga., hospital, Turno said. Her 
condition was not immediately available.
The man’s wife was at one of the homes, 
but not injured, he said.
“It appears the shooter went from one 
yard to another,” Turno said.
The identities and specifi c ages of those 
shot were not immediately available.
Turno said the first emergency calls 
came in about 1 p.m.
Two homes were cordoned of f  by 
police.
Michael Gibbons / The Associated Press
Public Safety Chief Pete Frommer holds the arm of one of the victims being transported.
S.C. father shoots two adult 
daughters to death, then self
Th ird woman shot remains in 
hospital, identities unavailable  
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with the way the election 
was heading,” Mary Ellyse 
said. “From the Republican 
standpoint, there is no one 
candidate that stands out 
above the rest.”
Even though her father 
may not seem l ike a top 
contender for president, 
Mary Ellyse sees the merit 
in his campaign.
“He does just hold a local 
office, but he does a lot of 
state policy and he’s very 
involved in things that affect 
our county,” she said. “But I 
feel like that’s like saying, ‘If 
the Gamecocks thought they 
couldn’t win, they wouldn’t 
st i l l t r y.’ It ’s a personal 
ambition of his.”
Jennifer Ream, a fourth-
year retail student, has been 
a friend of Mary Ellyse’s 
and known her family since 
childhood.
“He’s always been like a 
second dad to me,” Ream said 
of Cap. “It doesn’t surprise 
me that he’s running.”
Mary Ellyse said she and 
her father do not always 
agree on all issues, but she 
was raised to respect other’s 
opinions.
“I think most kids don’t 
agree with everything their 
parents say,” she said. But 
when it comes to her dad’s 
values, she supports him 110 
percent.
Mar y El ly se  pla ns  to 
pu r s ue  dent i s t r y  a f t e r 
graduation, and one issue she 
and her father agree strongly 
about is improving health 
care. 
“A  lot  of  Republ ic a n 
candidates are promising 
that,” Mary Ellyse said of 
improving the current health 
care system. “They need to 
be more detailed … where 
is the money going to come 
from?”
M a r y  E l l y se  h a s  not 
been able  to  help  w it h 
campaigning due to her 
schedule, but supports her 
father in his endeavors.
“I’m proud of him. My 
dad has always taught me to 
stand up for what I believe 
in,” she said.
CANDIDATE ● Continued from 1
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license or ID number. South 
Carolina voters are not 
required to provide a valid 
license or ID number until 
they vote. 
Freshman Council will 
mail the in- and out-of-
state registrat ion forms 
to the appropriate offices. 
“We do all the grunt work, 
like looking up Board of 
Elect ions addresses for 
out-of-state students and 
mailing the forms to make 
the process as smooth as 
possible,” said Laurel Parker, 
a Freshman Council member 
and fi rst-year international 
studies student. The council 
is footing the bill for postage 
costs and mailing supplies.
Parker said they planned 
the registration drive so 
students could be signed 
up before the holidays and 
before South Carolina’s early 
primary elections, which are 
Jan. 19 for Republicans and 
Jan. 29 for Democrats.
Granger said some people 
she knows are apathet ic 
about voting.
 “ I ’m s ick  of  people 
complaining about the way 
the country is run,” she said. 
“If they’re unhappy, they 
should stop complaining and 
start voting.”
Parker and fellow council 
members Laurie Graves, a 
first-year biology student; 
Maria Scalici, a first-year 
nu r s i n g  s t u d e nt ;  a n d 
Raymond Curbelo, a first-
year business student, said 
they have not found apathy 
at the registration tables. 
“G enera l ly  ever yone 
we’re seen is open about 
registering to vote,” Parker 
said.
The voter registration 
drive is non-part isan in 
order to give students an 
un-biased opportunity to 
register. Although Freshman 
Council does not provide 
information about political 
candidates, USC’s Young 
Democrats and College 
Republicans have candidate 
information set up next to 
the voter registration table.
“Whether Democrat or 
Republican, we just want to 
encourage students to vote,” 
Parker said.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
VOTING ● Continued from 1
and faculty.”
Vincent said that students 
also received vaccinations to 
prevent the f lu through an 
off-site clinic at the Russell 
House, prov ided by the 
Thomson Student Health 
Center, for students unaware 
of the availabil it y of the 
shots.
“We have not had to turn 
away anyone who has come 
to the center wanting the 
shot, but we wil l indeed 
run out very soon,” Vincent 
said. “When we do run out, 
we will steer students and 
faculty toward other places 
and services than can provide 
the same fl u shot we stock. 
Then, we will get more shots 
in a week or two.”
Vincent at t r ibutes the 
popularity and knowledge 
of the fl u shots to a large ad 
campaign and promotion 
around the USC campus. In 
the promotion, the health 
center posted signs around 
several dif ferent parts of 
the campus to spread word 
of the availabil it y of the 
vaccinations. 
V i n c e n t  s a i d  t h e 
Thompson Student Health 
Center follows regulations 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for 
giving out the shots. Because 
the most fl u activity happens 
in January, shots should 
be given before the end of 
December, she said.
According to a week ly 
“ I n f l u e n z a  S u m m a r y 
Update” from the CDC, 
S.C . hasn’t  had any f lu 
act iv ity lately. The most 
recent update is for the week 
ending Nov. 17.
V i ncent  sa id  she  was 
su r pr i sed at  how ma ny 
people were receiving their 
first immunization against 
the fl u.
“A lot of people, mostly 
students, come in and say, 
‘This is the f irst t ime I 
am getting the f lu shot.’” 
Vincent said. She said that 
after someone gets the f lu 
one year, they come in for a 
vaccination the next.
Vincent said some students 
worry they’ll actually catch 
the f lu if they get the f lu 
shot, but that’s just a myth, 
she said.
“ C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e 
ef fect iveness of the shot 
depends on the age and 
health status of the recipient, 
but we bel ieve the shots 
are effective in preventing 
people from getting the fl u 
in the future,” Vincent said.
FLU ● Continued from 1
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska—More than 
200 years ago, rats jumped ship for Rat 
Island.
The muscular Norway rat climbed 
ashore on the rugged, uninhabited 
island in far southwestern Alaska in 
1780 after a rodent-infested Japanese 
ship ran aground. It was the fi rst time 
rats had made it to Alaska.
Since then, Rat Island, as the piece 
of rock was dubbed by a sea captain in 
the 1800s, has gone eerily silent. The 
sounds of birds are missing.
That is because the rats feed on eggs, 
chicks and adult seabirds, which come 
to the mostly treeless island to nest 
on the ground or in crevices in the 
volcanic rock.
“As far as bird life, it is a dead zone,” 
said Steve Ebbert, a biologist at the 
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge, whose 2,500 mostly uninhabited 
islands include the Aleutian chain, of 
which Rat Island is a part.
State and federal wildlife biologists 
are gearing up for an assault on the 
rats of still-uninhabited Rat Island, 
hoping to exterminate them with rat 
poison dropped from helicopters. If 
they succeed, the birds will sing again 
on Rat Island. And it will be the third-
largest island in the world to be made 
rat-free.
A visitor to the island 1,700 miles 
from Anchorage doesn’t have to look 
far to find evidence of vermin. The 
landscape is riddled with rat burrows, 
rat trails, rat droppings and chewed 
vegetation. Certain plants are all but 
gone.
Rats have all but wiped out the 
seabirds on about a dozen large islands 
and many smaller islands in the 
refuge, which is home to an estimated 
40 million nesting seabirds. Puffins, 
auklets and storm petrels are most 
at risk because they leave their eggs 
and young for extended periods while 
foraging.
The rats jumped ship beginning in 
the late 1700s, a problem that worsened 
in the 1800s when Russian merchant 
vessels plied the islands, and grew more 
serious in the 1940s, when hundreds 
of military ships visited the Aleutian 
Islands during World War II.
Now, the islands are vulnerable to 
“rat spills” from freighters traveling the 
quickest route from the West Coast to 
Asia. 
Steve Ebbert / The Associated Press
Rat Island has become so overrun  
that the environment is suffering.
Rat Island faces extermination 
Biologists hope that eliminating 
excessive rodent populations will 
bring back exstincted bird life
Mary Pemberton
Th e Associated Press
Students need to maintain 
football dedication, spirit 
to help ensure future wins
B e i n g  a  G a m e c o c k 
fan takes an unbreakable 
resolve. Sitting through 
“T he Wedd i ng Date” 
is actual ly easier than 
attending a USC football 
game, and that includes 
watching Debra Messing’s 
nostrils f lare more than 
Julia Roberts’ ever could.
But somehow, for some 
reason, just like Michael 
Moore at an all-you-can-
eat pizza buffet, we all keep 
coming back for more. 
Why? Because we’re loyal 
fans, and that’s what we 
do. And trust me, I have no 
regrets.
H o w e v e r ,  I  h a d  a 
conversation with friends 
about this year’s season, 
and I was immediately 
accosted for ripping our 
team for choking.
I was told that I wasn’t 
a real fan because I was 
ju s t  r ipping t he team 
without giving them any 
support and praise through 
the losing period of the 
season.
Well, for those of you 
that would agree:
No duh.
Fandom is not an easily 
defined word. After all, 
I’ve seen people dressed 
up as Optimus Prime for 
the Transformers movie, 
days before 
it s  release , 
a nd I  have 
t o  a d m i t , 
t hose g uys 
a r e  m o r e 
Autobot than 
I could ever 
be.
But doesn’t 
my student 
t i c k e t -
w i e l d i n g , 
f a i t h f u l 
fol low ing and d isda in 
for all orange and purple 
fashion defi ne me as a fan?
Yes. Yes it does.
I’m sure the team is as 
disappointed as anyone at 
their performance this past 
week.
A nd af ter losing f ive 
s t ra ight  ga mes ,  I  c a n 
honestly say I haven’t seen 
a worse streak since my 
drunken uncle ran buck 
naked through my cousin’s 
lacrosse game.
The problem for many 
of us as fans is that things 
started so incredibly sweet 
that we thought we had 
the confidence of a team 
that would settle for no less 
than a Sugar Bowl berth.  
B u t  f o r  w h a t e v e r 
rea son you choose  to 
pinpoint, things fell apart. 
Our of fensive l ine had 
problems. Pepto-Bismol 
stopped more runs than 
our defense.
De spite  a l l  of  t h i s , 
however, I never stopped 
watching the downward 
sp i r a l  o f  t he  t ea m.  I 
screamed, sulked, pouted 
a nd wh i ned wh i le  my 
friends from other SEC 
schools talked of their 
bowl opportunit ies and 
championships that we 
were within fi ve weeks of 
obtaining.  
But I, like many of you, 
was there every step of the 
way.
We wanted a bowl that 
would set new standards 
for our program, and this 
year promised more after 
seven games than it could 
deliver in the fi ve following 
it. But that’s football in the 
SEC … and it doesn’t make 
you a bad fan for letting 
your voice be heard.
Because the footbal l 
team will hear it … and 
in t he end,  shou ld be 
motivated by the passion 
and expectat ions of its 
fans.  
We are no longer happy 
with six wins.
We can be the program 
that motivates its players 
to be an elite team in the 
SEC.
But it starts with the fans 
… who refuse to spend 
their New Year’s w ith 
family when they could 
be f reez ing, sh iver ing 
and cheer ing for their 
Gamecocks in a January 
bowl game.
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IN OUR OPINION
University should ban 
sweatshop merchandise
Almost seven years ago, MIT graduate student Jonah 
Peretti ordered a pair of personalized Nike sneakers 
stamped with the word “Sweatshop.”  Nike, which has 
been fi ghting a public relations war over conditions in 
their overseas factories, declined.
Despite persistent protests and calls for action, many 
clothing manufacturers have continued to use sweatshop 
labor in their factories, forcing deplorable working 
conditions and tragically depressed salaries on workers, 
often children in third world 
countries.
Just because they can 
get this labor on the cheap 
doesn’t mean it’s the right 
thing to do.
It’s time for the university 
to take a stand aga inst 
sweatshop labor and demand that all offi cial university 
apparel be produced in non-sweatshop conditions.
Student activist groups have been pushing for the 
university to take a stand for years, but so far their 
requests have fallen on deaf ears.
Now that a company that makes USC pins has been 
reported as a sweatshop, administrators have to ask 
themselves: is making a few more bucks on a $50 hoodie 
worth endorsing criminal labor practices?
Implementing an anti-sweatshop policy would put USC 
at the forefront of a fight for human rights in foreign 
countries and put the university in a positive light.  
Since the university denies that any of its merchandise is 
made in sweatshops, there’s nothing to be lost by making 
such a proclamation offi cial -- if this isn’t the case, the 
time has come to change.
Is making a few 
more bucks worth 
endorsing criminal 
labor practices?
Only fans can motivate team success
STEPHEN 
WALDON 
Fifth-year 
electronic 
journalism  
student
Feast choices 
push people 
to tip scales, 
forget health
Fast food chains advertise 
new larger portion meals 
with calories, fat to match
Over Thanksgiving break, 
I repeatedly saw commercials 
for a new sandwich being 
offered by Subway that not 
only made my jaw drop but 
also made me question my 
manhood.
W i t h  t h e 
help of famous 
cartoon fat man 
Peter Griffin, 
S u b w a y 
i n t r o d u c e d 
a  s a n d w i c h 
simply known 
as the Feast . 
This sandwich, 
packed  w it h 
r o a s t  b e e f , 
s a l a m i , 
p e p p e r o n i , 
t u r k e y  a n d 
black forest ham, looks to 
stand about two feet tall and 
made my heart tremble just 
by looking at it. Is this the 
same Subway that featured a 
spokesperson who lost weight 
by eating their sandwiches? 
Whatever happened to “eat 
fresh?”
Then dur ing the next 
commercial break, I was 
inundated with commercials 
for another feast—this time 
something called the KFC 
Festive Feast. KFC’s entrée 
features 10 pieces of chicken, 
two large sides, six biscuits, a 
mega-jug of soda and a cake. 
The trip to the emergency 
room is sold separately.
Fast food restaurants are 
just taunting us with these 
ridiculous meal offerings, as 
if to say, “Let’s see you survive 
this one, fatty.” I would love 
to be a fl y on the wall in the 
corporate meetings when 
they plan new menu items. 
When KFC introduced their 
Famous Bowls loaded with 
chicken, cheese, mashed 
potatoes and whatever they 
had ly ing around in the 
stockroom, I could picture 
the KFC executives saying, 
“Hey, let’s throw in some 
garbage, too. They’ll never 
know the difference.”
People may laugh or make 
fun of these food items, 
but I know that everyone 
secretly wants to try them. 
Because, as Americans, we 
need a good challenge. We 
want our food to intimidate 
us and make us weak in the 
knees as we order the Double 
Bypass Combo with cheese 
fries (but with a Diet Coke, 
please). Then, we want to 
brag about this feat to our 
friends and have our pictures 
posted in restaurants on their 
wall of fame for eating the 
most buffalo wings without 
dying.
As long as people keep 
devouring these comically 
disgusting fast food creations, 
the fast food companies will 
keep coming up with the 
latest and greatest near-death 
experiences for its customers. 
And you know what? I fully 
support them.
If people are dumb enough 
not to realize that a bowl 
full of gravy and leftover 
ingredients is bad for them, 
t hen  t he y  h ave  b igger 
problems to deal with, such 
as whether or not they need 
a legal guardian with them at 
all times.
W h i le  t he  f a s t  f o o d 
restaurants might be to 
blame, it is ultimately the 
consumer’s fault that they are 
tricked by words like “feast,” 
“monster” and “whopper” 
when choosing what to clog 
their arteries with.
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ALEX 
CARROLL 
Second-year 
sports and 
entertainment 
management  
student
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Students should respect 
fellow fan’s commitment 
in cheering on Gamecocks
I have to say it — stop 
dissing the mic-man unless 
you are volunteering to 
take over and do a better 
job. 
Frankly, I don’t always 
find him to be humorous 
or helpful either, but he 
does 10 t imes the job I 
would ever do should I be 
handed a microphone and 
told to lead 4,500 students 
and 4,500 drunks in a 
coordinated cheer (not to 
mention the other 73,000 
fans at the game).
It is acknowledged as a 
thankless task, but I still 
can’t understand entirely 
why the mic-man draws 
so much ire from students. 
He’s been ripped in this 
paper twice in one semester 
— and that just counts 
colu m ns a imed solely 
at him. He is ridiculed 
mercilessly here and in 
other public forums such 
as Facebook, yet continues 
to bring a good attitude 
out and support our team.
I bet he didn’t leave early 
at the Vanderbilt game, 
and I suspect he has gone 
to every home game this 
year. If you can’t say the 
same, you are 
immediately 
d e n i e d  o f 
the right to 
c o m p l a i n 
about him.    
All he does 
is encourage 
fans to cheer. 
I s  t h a t  s o 
bad?
Don’t get 
me wrong — 
t here have 
been some issues, such as 
the noise on offense. But 
that has been basical ly 
resolved. There was serious 
noise going on against 
Clemson when we had the 
ball, and I can honestly say 
I don’t recall the mic-man 
starting or contributing 
to any of it. I’m sure all it 
took was for someone to 
point out that it wasn’t a 
good time to cheer and he 
cut it out. No need to go 
DEFCON Three about it.
Finally, the objections 
to  hav i ng  a  m ic-m a n 
don’t hold much water. I 
don’t know how it sounds 
where you’re sitting, but 
every t ime people start 
t he  USC c h a nt  a f t e r 
“2001,” it sounds like I’m 
in some kind of university 
ambassador echo chamber. 
Most of the cheers are 
started by the mic-man, 
and while students probably 
could get by without him, 
he def initely helps the 
coordination and amps up 
the volume. 
To say other colleges 
don’t feature a mic-man or 
some derivation thereof is 
also a little off the mark. 
Florida has an old one, 
and if it’s good for them, 
their BCS ranking and the 
2006 championship trophy, 
it’s good enough for me. 
Besides, they have some 
crazy old man. 
A t  l e a s t  we  h a v e  a 
student. Cal, who thumped 
Tennessee earlier this year, 
had a mic-man amped on 
the entire stadium’s system 
at the beginning of that 
game to get the crowd 
psyched up. 
At the end of the day 
though, he is just a student 
doing a lot more than most 
of us to support our team, 
through thick and thin. 
I’m not asking you fall in 
love with the guy, just show 
some basic courtesy and 
appreciate his hard work. 
Mic-man brings enthusiasm to crowd
JOSHUA 
RABON  
Th ird-year 
ﬁ nance  
student
Ween’s  new CD, “La 
Cucaracha,” scurries in many 
different directions—simple 
whimsy (“Blue Balloon”); 
lilting romance (“Sweetheart 
in the Summer”); hillbilly 
stomp (“Learnin’ to Love”); 
mu rder ou s  me d i t a t io n 
(“Object”); psychotic rant 
(“My Own Bare Hands”); 
economic parable (“The 
Fr u it  M a n” ) ;  s e l f-he lp 
lesson (“Shamemaker”); 
e v e n  b r a s s y  e t h n i c i t y 
(“Fiesta,” a mariachi-style 
instrumental).
“We have been making 
albums since 1990, and one 
thing we’ve learned about 
Ween records: A song can go 
wherever it wants to, sound 
like whatever it wants to,” 
says Gene Ween (aka Aaron 
Freeman), who is on a bus 
in western Canada heading 
north to Edmonton from 
Calgary. “It is whatever it is. 
... Is it a cool song? Well, let’s 
record it.”
St il l, guitarist-vocalist 
Freeman and his musical 
brot her  i n  cheek i ne s s , 
Dean Ween (aka Mikey 
M e l c h i o n d o)  a r e  n o t 
permissive parents, even 
t hough adjec t ive s  such 
a s  qu i rk y,  b i z a r re  a nd 
i c o no c l a s t i c  a r e  o f t e n 
attached to the New Hope, 
Pa.-based indie-pop act’s 
creations.
“We take Ween records 
seriously,” says Freeman. 
“A Ween record is sort of a 
compilation record, the best 
stuff we’ve written over the 
last year.”
So is he pleased that “La 
Cucaracha ,”  wh ich was 
released on Oct. 23, entered 
the Billboard chart at No. 
69, the highest debut in the 
band’s lengthy career?
“It ’s  cool .  Great ,”  he 
deadpans.  “I  k now t hat 
sounds lackadaisical, but 
yeah, it’s cool. I could jump 
for joy. Wooo-oo!”
Both “La Cucaracha” and 
Ween’s tour have received a 
few nasty notices. But they 
don’t seem to have affected 
record sales or attendance 
at concerts, where Dean 
and Gene are backed by 
ba s s i s t  Dave  Dreiw it z , 
drummer Claude Coleman 
Jr. and keyboardist Glenn 
McClelland.
So is Ween, as one writer 
recently suggested, critic-
proof ? “I hope so,” says 
Freeman, “because of the 
(long) time we’ve spent doing 
this. Critics don’t make or 
break a record at this point. 
People just buy it. Actually, 
I think they download it for 
free, which sucks, and I hate 
it. People should pay for it.”
“ L a  C u c a r a c h a”  w a s 
recorded last March and April 
in Brillman’s Farmhouse in 
New Hope. “It used to be 
nice, but now it’s plagued by 
black mold,” says Freeman.
Freeman and Melchiondo, 
who are bot h 37,  w r ite 
alone and together. Asked 
to pinpoint some of h is 
contributions he mentions 
the Robyn Hitchcock-like 
“Blue Ba l loon” and t he 
`80s synth-pop-sounding 
“Friends.” The former is “sort 
of a free association. It wrote 
itself in 10 minutes.” The 
latter is Freeman “trying to 
fi nish the phrase `a friend is a 
friend’ in a poetic way.” And 
the gay overtones detected 
by some critics? “It just kind 
of worked out that way,” he 
says innocently.
Freeman also was largely 
responsible for the acoustic/
elec t ron ic t rack “Spir it 
Walker.” With its high vocal, 
sweet synth and synthetic 
oboe, is Ween twitting trippy 
mystical love songs?
“No,” Freeman replies. 
“It’s a real love song, written 
about the woman I’m with, 
my fi ancee, Leah Ben-ari, a 
Jersey girl. We have a child, 
who is 2.”
Freema n a l so  ref ute s 
the send-up factor in two 
other “Cucaracha” tracks. 
T he  nerd y,  new-wave y 
“ S h a m e m a k e r,”  w h e r e 
Freem a n  i s  i n  “a  ver y 
defensive place” battling “the 
yellow worm with teeth” in 
his belly, is “a culmination 
of things I’ve learned from 
my therapist over the last few 
years,” says Freeman. “It’s 
literally what he teaches.”
And “Your Party,” which 
features a slick ‘70s hipster 
vibe, sax work by smooth-jazz 
star David Sanborn and Al 
Stewart-like vocal phrasing?
“It’s about going out to 
a party and for once not 
having war tales to tell when 
you’re done,” says Freeman. 
“You just have a nice drive 
home and then duck under 
the covers with the wife.”
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There is one day of the year 
when fi nancially secure citizens 
experience what it is like to 
call the cold, stiff pavement of 
a Best Buy parking lot home. 
Ironically enough, it is also the 
biggest shopping day of the year. 
This day is none other than the 
notorious Black Friday. 
After less than 24 hours of 
unsheltered survival, diehard 
deal chasers whip out their 
credit cards and spend enough 
money by lunchtime to end 
world hunger for the year; but 
why?
As most consumers are aware, 
Black Friday is a nickname 
resulting from the high profit 
margins companies enjoy the 
day after Thanksgiving. When a 
company is making a profi t it is 
considered “in the black,” hence 
the name Black Friday. However, 
the name for this pseudo holiday 
can also be attributed to the evil 
it brings out of the common 
man. 
Whether you are crippled, 
cancerous or just really old, you 
have a better chance of winning 
the lottery than fi nding someone 
kind enough to give you their 
spot in line.  
Last Thursday, people all over 
the country were lining up at 
retail stores as early as 10 p.m. 
Thanksgiving night in hopes of 
saving a couple hundred dollars 
on late modeled plasma screen 
TVs the following morning. 
While anxious consumers 
set up lawn chairs and DVD 
projection systems to make their 
wait a little more entertaining, 
c omp a n ie s  l i k e  Ro c k s t a r 
E nerg y  Dr i n k 
capit a l i zed on 
the opportunity 
by handing out 
free beverages to 
the restless super 
savers. 
With electronic 
s u p e r s t o r e s 
dominating the 
“Door Buster” 
deal competition, 
how can clothing 
out let s  rega i n 
their piece of the capitalism pie? 
The Tanger Outlets in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina had the 
answer.
As soon as the clock struck 12 
a.m. Friday morning, managers 
from over 100 outlet stores on 
the Grand Strand opened their 
doors to a wave of sleepless 
shoppers drawn in by the allure 
of 10-to-20 percent savings on 
select items. 
This auspicious occasion 
brought about numerous sights 
for the seasoned people watcher. 
Crank y ch i ldren,  unaware 
of the importance of slightly 
discounted Dockers, repeatedly 
reminded their parents that it 
was “12 till 12 and I want to go 
to bed!” 
Fashion enthusiasts tried their 
best to impersonate Paris Hilton 
by wondering around the outlet 
mall with pint-size pooches 
cradled in their arms. 
The most shocking sights 
of  a l l  were t he serpent ine 
lines winding around in-store 
displays. Lines the length of a 
football f ield formed outside 
of the Coach Outlet as women 
pat ient ly  wa ited for  pr ice 
reduced, cosmetically f lawed 
purses. 
The KB Toys got so out of 
hand, one cashier was forced to 
conduct consumers like an air 
traffi c controller. 
In popular clothing stores, 
s uc h  a s  G ap  a nd  Ba n a n a 
Republic, you had to kindly ask 
permission from the great wall 
of customers awaiting an open 
register just to see an article of 
clothing. 
Is saving a few dollars really 
worth the increase in your 
systolic blood pressure?
According to the woman 
heard shouting to her fatigued 
family members, “Hurry up! 
We only have three hours until 
Wal-Mart opens!” The answer 
to that question is definitely 
yes. Chris Bergin / The Associated Press
A woman stands in line at Target around 7 a.m. on Black Friday.
Retailers enjoy Black Friday 
frenzy, record astronomical 
profi ts for holiday season
Diehard bargain shoppers duke it out, 
camp out for early bird specials, savings
MARK 
KILLIAN
Fourth-year 
Management  
student
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
Ecclectic ‘La Cucaracha’ 
debuts on Billboard chart
Len Righi
MCT Campus
Band Ween fi nds success, 
popularity after 17 years 
of underground fan base
Special to The Daily Gamecock
Gene Ween (aka Aaron Freeman) is Ween’s lead vocalist. 
Exams are looming around 
the corner, but don’t freak 
out. Anxiety will only make it 
worse. Take a deep breath and 
follow these helpful study tips.
Don’t wait unt i l the last 
minute. Most students wait 
until the very last minute to 
study for exams, and this really 
doesn’t help. Try starting days 
before your exam and just 
review your notes for an hour. 
According to the academic 
success center, reviewing your 
notes after every class will work 
wonders come exam time.
People who are good studiers 
make t ime to study. Set a 
schedule for study time every 
day. Don’t forget to take breaks, 
because non-stop studying is 
just as bad was waiting until the 
last minute. 
Give yourself some time to 
decompress between study 
streaks.
Get plenty of sleep. Getting 
at least seven hours of sleep the 
night before each exam makes 
you more functional the next 
morning.
Don’t  s t ay  up a l l  n ight 
cramming, it’s not helpful. In 
order for the brain to take in 
and process new information it 
has to have to rest and build the 
new information into your long 
term memory.
Make up little games or fl ash 
cards. According to an article 
written by Kim Roach on www.
lifehack.org, the human brain 
creates memories through 
repetition. Roach states that 
f lashcards can help you study 
quick ly and eff iciently and 
they also allow you to study 
anywhere at any time. 
Flashcards are super cheap to 
buy and easy to make. If you’re 
really lazy, you can always just 
type them up on the computer, 
print them out and paste them 
on the f lash cards instead of 
hand-writing them. 
Study groups can be a really 
ef fect ive way to study for 
exams. Get a bunch of people 
from class together and head to 
the Thomas Cooper Library. 
Since everyone takes notes 
differently, chances are some 
one in the group may have 
information you don’t. Also 
if your instructor provides a 
study guide for the final get 
everyone together and fi ll it out 
together. 
Study groups, while not 
meant to be entertainment, can 
be comforting because it’s nice 
knowing that you are not the 
only one freaking out about an 
exam.
Be sure to study in a place 
that is free of distractions. Take 
advantage of Thomas Cooper’s 
many f loors  and 24 -hou r 
services during exam week. 
According to the Thomas 
Copper Library website exam 
hours started on Nov. 26 and 
continue to Dec. 16.
Check out USC’s academic 
success website, http://www.
s c . e d u /ac ade m ic s u c c e s s /
index.html. The site is filled 
with great t ips for mak ing 
great grades. The Web site 
also guides students through 
studying, academic advising 
and tutoring. It even offers a 
test called the Learning and 
Study Skills Inventory that 
allows students to learn more 
about their st rengths and 
weaknesses as a learner.
There are many Web sites 
out there that offer great tips 
for studying. Just remember to 
do what is the most comfortable 
and works best for you. One 
can never be too prepared. 
Plan, don’t cram
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
Avoid usual last minute 
frenzy by scheduling time, 
buckling down on books 
Mary Pina
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ACROSS 
1 Genesis
character
5 Opposite of fem.
9 Chubby, and
then some
14 Medicinal ﬂ uids
15 Singer Fitzgerald
16 Convened again
17 Sharp taste
18 Con job
19 Saudis
20 Perry Mason's
admission?
23 "The Virginian"
author Wister
24 Govern
25 Impassive
28 Rhine tributary
29 Roast hosts, brieﬂ y
32 Imminent danger
33 "My Friend __"
34 Flue collection
35 Aesop's admission?
38 Dove sounds
39 Privy to
40 Actress Eve
41 Raggedy doll
42 Garbage vessel
43 Magician's word
44 Recipe directive
45 Hunter's quarry
46 Captain Bligh's
admission?
52 Villain's look
53 Ditch around a 
castle
54 Astronomer Sagan
55 Bare
56 Take apart
57 One-celled plant
58 Color shades
59 Observed
60 Antique autos
DOWN 
1 __ Spumante
2 Fizzled out
3 Florence's river
4 Flowering trees
5 Engaged, as gears
6 Old highway to
Fairbanks
7 Eastern European
8 Film set employees
9 Delphi attraction
10 "Mr. Television"
11 Biblical twin
12 Kemo __
13 UFO passengers
21 Tough fabric
22 Surrounding glows
25 Virgo star
26 Grand __
National Park
27 "Citizen Kane"
director Welles
28 Trafﬁ c director
29 Sulking periods
30 Ajax competitor
31 Shorthand, for
short
33 Know-nothing
34 Public conveyance
36 Lawful
37 Destiny
42 Baby birds?
43 Running-back 
Walter
44 One cubic meter
45 Open space in a 
forest
46 Division word
47 Nasty
48 Unaided
49 Bargain
basement event
50 Cogito __ sum
51 Ruer's word
52 Mach+ jet
11/28/07
Solutions from 11/27/07
INTO THE WILD
3pm, 6pm, 8:40pm
$5
The Nickelodeon Theater
937 Main St.
YUKOS THE CRUDE; OBRASKAI;
VOODOO GURU; YOU, ME, AND US
7:30pm
$5
New Brookland Tavern
122 State St.
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
9pm
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
WACKY WEDNESDAY PRESENTS FOOTSIE 
WOOTSIES
11am
Russell House 2nd Floor lobby
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / Th e Daily Gamecock
HOROSCOPESthe scene
USC
11/28/07
1 2 3 4
for 11/27/07
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Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
A group of USC students pose for a Christmas card photo op in front of the 
Christmas tree in front of the State House on Gervais Street downtown. 
PIC OF THE DAY Aries Breakfast cereal will 
play an important role in 
your day. Hope it’s grrreat.
Taurus The word “phat” is 
making a comeback. Try it out.
Gemini  It ’s a mad world, 
Gemini. The kind of world 
t h a t  p r o d u c e s  c ho le r a 
a nd  t he  Di x ie  C h ick s .
C ance r  T he  a n s wer  to 
number seven is “diphthong.”
Leo You will temporarily 
lose the use of your taste 
buds following an incident 
i n v o l v i n g  B a g e l  B i t e s 
and a f i re ex t inguisher.
Virgo  A pot luck d inner 
i s  a lway s  a  good  idea .
Libra I don’t see why not. 
After all, Alice Cooper did it.
Scorpio Your destiny is to be 
a Tetris champion. Don’t let 
your studies get in the way.
Sagittarius No, sir/ma’am.
C ap r ico r n  You’ve  been 
looking for love in all the 
wrong places, Capricorn. 
T he Sea r s  c at a log,  for 
instance, was a bad choice.
Aquarius  A re you just a 
small town girl living in a 
lonely  world?  Maybe a 
trip on the midnight train 
would do you some good. 
They say it goes anywhere.
Pisces Try to fi nd practical 
applications for quantum 
p h y s i c s  i n  y o u r  d a i l y 
l i fe .  Out of  ideas?  Tr y 
it with Polish l iterature.
Visit our Web site at
DailyGamecock.com
In the early hours of Tuesday 
morning, NFL star Sean Taylor 
died from a gunshot wound to the 
upper leg that damaged an artery 
causing significant blood loss. 
According to Taylor’s girlfriend, 
the couple was awoken by an 
intruder, who broke through 
the bedroom door and fi red two 
shots, one hitting Taylor.
To Redskins fans, this is the 
worst imaginable loss. This man 
was only 24 years old, extremely 
talented, arguably the best player 
on the team and a t rue fan 
favorite.
T h i rd-yea r  s t udent  a nd 
Redskins fanatic RJ Hartman 
said, “I’m devastated. The shock 
of hearing such bad news is 
overwhelming and the fact that 
he was a proud young father 
makes it really hard to grasp.”
On the fi eld, Taylor was known 
as one of the hardest hitters in the 
NFL and is a player that many 
college safeties, like Emanuel 
Cook, seem to model their play 
after.
Last year he made it to his 
fi rst Pro Bowl, leading the team 
with 114 tackles and has been 
the Redskins defensive leader 
since his arrival in Washington. 
This season he is currently tied 
for second in the league with fi ve 
interceptions.
Sean Taylor has been in a 
considerable amount of off-fi eld 
t rouble including a weapon 
charge last spring and a DUI 
earlier in his career. Despite 
the charges, many players and 
coaches were confident that he 
had turned his life around.
Fellow Redskin and long time 
friend Clinton Portis said, “It’s 
hard to expect a man to grow up 
overnight, but ever since he had 
his child, it was like a new Sean.”
The loss comes less than 
one year af ter the death of 
Broncos cornerback Darrent 
W i l l i a m s  i n  a  d r i v e - b y 
shooting at a Denver nightclub.
If this incident turns out to be a 
gang related homicide such as the 
case with the Darrent Williams, 
it should send a message to young 
athletes that they are still within 
the grasp of gang v iolence. 
This tremendous loss has shaken 
not only Redskins fans but the 
football world as well. This 
talented athlete would have been 
a shoe in for the Hall of Fame 
and was arguably one of the best 
players at his position, ever.
Two heartbreaking losses 
have left the Carolina men’s 
basketball team at a level of 
mediocrity that they did not 
expect this season. However, 
the Gamecocks are looking 
to get back on track against 
Campbell as the Camels 
visit the Colonial Center 
Wednesday night at 7:30.
T he  G a me c o c k s  a re 
looking to refuel their high-
octane offense, which shot 
44 percent from the field 
in their last game, against 
a Campbell defense that 
is allowing 71.2 points per 
game.
Leading the ef fort to 
get back on track will be 
sophomore guard Devan 
Downey. Downey is leading 
USC in points with 17 per 
game, assists with 5 per game 
and steals with 3 per game. 
Downey is also in the top ten 
in the SEC in each of those 
statistical categories. He will 
look to exploit the Campbell 
defense with his penetrating 
ability and kick-out passes.
The benefi ciaries of those 
k ick-out passes are most 
likely going to be sophomore 
forward Dominique Archie 
a nd ju n ior  g ua rd  Za m 
Fred r ick .  A rch ie  leads 
Carol ina in three-point 
percentage and Frederick 
leads in three pointers made. 
The two are also averaging 
double fi gures in points.
Those three leaders give 
the Gamecocks a dangerous 
backcourt that can score 
nearly at will. Campbell 
fields an experienced set of 
guards, senior Reggie Bishop 
and sophomore Jonathan 
Rodriguez, that wil l be 
responsible for holding the 
Carolina backcourt at bay.
The USC backcourt will 
have its hands full trying 
to contain the of fensive 
capabilities of Bishop and 
Rodriguez. The pair average 
over a combined 32 points 
per game and are shooting 
42 percent from the fl oor for 
the season. Such numbers do 
not bode well for a Carolina 
team that has allowed two 
of its last three opponents to 
shoot over 45 percent from 
the fl oor.
The Gamecock defense 
will try to find help from 
freshmen forwards Mike 
Holmes and Sam Muldrow. 
Both have played astounding 
so far this season and are the 
leading and second leading 
shot blockers on the team. 
Muldrow has showed a strong 
tenacity on the defensive side 
of the ball, blocking 8 shots 
this season.
In addition to their shot 
blocking abilities Holmes 
and Muldrow contribute 
on the boards, reducing 
second-chance opportunities 
for opponents and gaining 
them for Carolina. On the 
offensive glass the pair fi nd 
themselves leading the team 
in rebounds as well. Holmes 
has a penchant for finding 
the ball off teammates’ shots. 
With 23 offensive rebounds 
this season Holmes is second 
in the SEC in of fensive 
rebounds per game.
Carolina is hoping for 
strong contribution from its 
team leaders and from those 
who are just now finding 
their places on the team. 
The game against Campbell 
will most likely be a chance 
for the Gamecocks to stop a 
two-game losing skid before 
they hit the road to face off 
against rival Clemson and a 
stop in Philadelphia for the 
Big East/SEC Challenge.
T he  t r a g i c  de a t h  o f 
Wa s h i n g t o n  R e d s k i n s 
safety Sean Taylor serves as 
a reminder that sometimes 
wins and losses are not the 
most important thing in 
sports. Taylor will be best 
remembered for his bone-
crushing hits and his big 
playmaking abilities in his 
four-year career after being 
drafted out of the University 
of Miami.  
A lthough Taylor had a 
couple run-ins with the law 
during his brief NFL career, 
his teammates felt that he 
had really turned around 
his behavior over the past 
year.   Many 
a t t r i b u t e d 
his change in 
attitude to the 
bi r t h  of  h i s 
infant daughter, 
others to him 
just becoming 
a more mature 
person.  
W h a t e v e r 
the reason for 
t he  c h a nge , 
Ta y l o r  w a s 
finally becoming the leader 
the Redskins had hoped he 
would be when they drafted 
him. Though Taylor had 
missed multiple games this 
season with a knee injury, he 
was still tied for the conference 
lead in interceptions this year 
with 5.
For the NFL, Taylor’s 
death represents something 
that is becoming a scary 
trend for the league. Almost 
a year ago, Denver Broncos 
cornerback Darrent Williams 
was shot and killed inside a 
limousine while traveling 
home after celebrating New 
Year’s Eve.  Although these 
two incidents may seem to 
be completely isolated from 
one another,  they show 
that these athletes are not 
just being viewed as sports 
icons anymore, but are being 
targeted for their status and 
their wealth.  
Many wil l be quick to 
lump these incidents in 
with the legal troubles that 
some other NFL players 
had this past offseason, but 
that comparison would not 
be fair. Pacman Jones, Tank 
Johnson, Chris Henry and 
Michael Vick all wound up in 
their situations through poor 
decision making on their 
parts.  
They have nobody to 
blame but themselves for 
ending up on the front page 
of the newspaper. Taylor 
and Williams were victims 
of crime and should not be 
mentioned in the same breath 
as those other players.
Although Taylor’s family 
will be affected the most by 
this tragedy, the Redskins 
organization and their fans 
will also greatly miss Taylor 
and the passion that he 
brought to the football fi eld. 
The Redskins now face the 
tough task of trying to carry 
on with their season with this 
big emotional burden resting 
on their shoulders. 
Taylor’s teammates will 
be playing the remainder 
of their season with heavy 
hearts as they try to cope 
with the loss of their beloved 
teammate. The best way 
for them to honor Taylor’s 
memory though will be to go 
out and play as hard as they 
possibly can for every down 
of every game. Considering 
that Taylor was such a fi erce 
competitor, he would have 
expected nothing less from 
his teammates.
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Gunshot wound in 
connection to burglary 
takes life of sports star
REDSKIN NATION MOURNS LOSS
Taylor was 
on road to 
turnaround 
Fighting Camels travel to USC
Death of football player 
leads to time of refl ection
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gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
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KEITH 
LOCKLEAR
Fourth-year 
fi nance student
Gamecock basketball 
returns to Columbia 
to face Campbell
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore forward Dominique Archie leads USC in three-point percentage this season. USC hosts Campbell tonight.
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Washington Redskins safety Sean Taylor 
passed away Tuesday morning.
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Apartments
Sublease @ Stadium Suites. 
1st mth rent FREE! Available now. 
CALL 803-840-3007.
University Oaks - Nex to Stadium! 
Avail for lease begininng in Jan. 1st 
4BR 4Ba. $425/mo . Call Preston 
843-345-5935 or Theo 843-817-5789.
1,2, 3 & 4BR Apts. almost on campus.
803-318-0800.
1BR 1BA kit LR DR lndry FREE WiFi 
Blossom & Harden near 5PTS & USC 
$550+util. 786-797-7972 CHRISTYN
Spring Semester Lease-Stadium Suites 
Spring Semester sublet, 3 awesome 
M/rmmtes 35”TV incld $490/mo.
Call ASAP Morgan 843-263-5933 .
Sublease @ Stadium Suites 1BR in 
4BR $500. Call 704-699-8899
WALK TO USC/SHANDON -Clean & 
Quiet 3BR 1BA APT. $795 w/dep. 
776-5405
Roommates
F/seeks/F rmmte NICE 4BR 3BA home 
in Forest Acres. 10 min from USC. some 
furnishings $500/mo. Call 530-7813
Rmmte needed @ Stoneride  2BR 1BA 
$320/mo + util. Jeff @ 803-524-5283.
Seeking F/ for furn room  in 4BR 2.5BA 
house in Shandon 3 miles from USC. 
Spring Semester only $500/mo inclds all 
util. 843-296-6552
Housing-Rent
WELSFORD PROPERTY MGMT.
www.welsford.com  743-0205
1309 Woodrow St. $750/mo
3BR 1.5BA s/d conn & CH&A
227 Church St.  $450/mo
1BR 1BA Great for USC student!
618 Wacamaw Ave. $505
2BR 1BA Close to USC, great for std.
Rooms for Rent on Greene St. 
near USC. 803-318-0800
Housing-Rent
2918 Blossom St. 3BR 2BA. Close to 
USC & upscale shops/restaurants. All 
appl. incld w/d $1500 incl professional 
yard and pest control services. Very 
clean. Call 732-2362
HOUSE FOR RENT CAYCE - 10 min to 
USC. Beautiful remodeled 3BR 1.5BA 
house. Special discounts to qualified 
tenants on long term lease. 612-8754.
1900 Holland St. Complete renvo.. Eve-
rything will be new. 6BR 3BA hdwd flrs & 
carpet. Pets OK, big deck. $1500/Mo 
796-3913.
LG RM AVAIL 4SPR ‘08 1BR in 4BR 
2.5BA Blossom & Harden near 5PTS & 
USC. $400+Util 484-571-6022 Sara
Rosewood  House 
3BR 1BA Brand  new appl. hd fls CH&A 
deck, great lot! $1,000
Rooms for Rent $240 Walk to USC. All 
util paid. Call 463-5129
Housing-Rent
4 Miles from Vista - 3BR 1.5BA very 
clean. w/d fridge w/ice maker,micro.No 
pets 2 blks  Cayce Riverwalk $750/mo. 
2721 Granite Hill Rd. 240-7355.
Housing-Sale
WALK TO USC 1BR Condo for Sale
w/balcony pkg space under bldg new 
paint & flr. covering. Call 843-283-9902
Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
SPRING/SUMMER ADVERTISING 
SALES & MARKETING 
INTERNSHIP/JOB
Earn $$$ and gain valuable sales and 
mktg. experience working for  “Plan It 
Columbia the FREE daily planner for 
students. Flexible schedules 
GREAT RESUME BOOSTER!! 
Call Phil at 610-696-8384, ext 101 or 
phil@studentmediagroup.com
MARKETING REPS  NEEDED
Want to make a difference and some 
cash? If so, please contact Ken @ Direct 
Hit Marketing. Outgoing, high-energy 
students needed for our dept. M-F 4-9 
PM, hourly + comm. 803-360-5367.
LOCALS IN FIVE POINTS 
Now accepting applications for PT
bartenders, barbacks and doormen. 
Good pay, fun place to work. 
Apply in person Tues-Friday 3-6pm.
Attention Computer Science & Tech-
nology Support & Training Manage-
ment Majors! Looking for a wide variety 
of skill sets within technology for jobs in 
Columbia--great for upcoming grads. 
Please send resumes to 
earcher-resumes@ettaingroup.com
Irmo Law Firm hiring Office Clerk @ 
$8/hr for light typing, photo copying, an-
swer phones and filing. Must be able to 
work at least 25/hrs/wk through all 
school semesters and summer. Avail-
able immediately. Call Sheree Barton 
to schedule interview 749-5880.
Education Majors: FT teaching position 
in 3K preschool. Excellent benefits and 
working conditions. We are located at 
3401 Trenholm Rd. Call 254-9848 for 
more information or fax resume to 
254-6363.
Help Wanted
Child Care
Babysitter Needed in Shandon for 2 chil-
dren. Ideal candidate must be an ECE 
Major & have exp with preschoolers. 
Call Julie @ 376-6060.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
USC/Downtown location now hiring driv-
ers. M-F $9-$14/hr mileage & tips paid 
nightly. Must be 18 y.o. Good driving re-
cord & Great Attitude. Call 256-8151, 
1124 Devine St. also hiring 783-6770 
Garners Ferry & 791-5309 W. Cola  or 
fax resume to 733-1683. EOE
SAKITUMI GRILL & SUSHI BAR
Now accepting applications for servers 
who live in Columbia and are not leaving 
for holidays. Apply in person 2-4pm 
807 Gervais St. in the Vista.
IHOP NOW HIRING
SERVERS & HOSTESSES 
Will work with school schedule.
No Tip Sharing. 
Email arsalco@aol.com or 
Apply in person 7719 Two Notch Rd  
813 St. Andrews Road
ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring kitchen 
staff all positions for AM/PM shifts.
Apply in person 2-5 2930 Devine St.
Tutoring
Services
SPANISH TUTOR - Call if you need tu-
toring.Grammar my specialty 926-3126
Opportunities
EARN $800-$3200/mo to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. 
www.AdCarClub.com
Work Study
Opportunities
Build your resume with a great paying 
job. Local construction/engineering firm 
needs help: office/admin and CAD work 
pay at $9-$12/hr. Email 
sbolo@insiteusa.net with your 
number for interview.
Travel
SPRING BREAK ‘2008 Sell Trips Earn 
Cash, Go Free! Best Prices Guaranteed 
to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre 
and Florida. Call for group discounts. 
1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com
